


How To Build A Website Or A Blog From Scratch
The guide will walk you through setting up a your own website, on your own web
hosting, without paying a designer or developer tons of money to get the job done!

You'll own your content, your domain, and everything else... Plus, you'll be able to
change your pages on the fly and add content whenever you want!

Not to mention, by following this tutorial, you'll be set up perfectly for Curately, and
you won't need to worry about staring at a blank screen any more!

1: 3 Necessary Components
There are 3 essential pieces to setting up your own website, right off the bat:

• Getting your own domain name
• Setting up your own web hosting
• Installing WordPress (the software that makes the site work...)

The following will walk you through each step.

2: Domain Names
In order to have a website, you need a domain name. Think of it as your ‘address’ on
your web. Without getting terribly complicated, your domain name is what tells the
Internet which web server to go and look for files on... Those files? They comprise
the pages of your site!.

Your domain name (example: curately.org, scriptly.org, jasondrohn.com,
timeslots.org) can be anything you like.

Examples include:
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• Your first and last name (mine: http://jasondrohn.com)
• A particularly witty word (http://uncrate.com)
• An awesome phrase (http://thinktraffic.net)
• Your company name
• Something niche specific (http://woodworkersuniverse.com)

The purpose of the domain name that we're setting up here isn't to help ranking
in Google, but aid in branding :0)

(NOTE: Google used to put a lot of weight on the domain name itself - not so
much anymore!)
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2.1: Choosing A Domain Name
Oftentimes, choosing a domain name can take some time, and I personally like to
know what's available without having to refresh pages for every check.

I use a tool called PCnames.com to help with that. Just type a few words in the box
and it'll show you what's available.

NOTE: Don't register your domain name through PCnames. Just see if it's available.
Registering domain names is a lot easier when you're ready to set up web hosting...

We'll get to that In a few slides.
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2.2: Domain Registration
Now that you have an idea of what your domain name will be (PCnames isn't always
right), it's time to get it set up with hosting.
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The easiest way to do this if it's your first time is to set it up in one shot... That
ensures that your domain name is pointing to your web host so you can get started
quickly.

Go to Hostgator to get started...

Then, click on the 'Web Hosting' link in the navigation.

3.0: Select Your Web Hosting
Now, select your web hosting plan.
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You're going to want the 'Baby' plan so you can put as many domains on the same
hosting as you want.

If you choose the Hatchling plan, you can only put a single website on the host.
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3.1: Your Domain Name
Next, enter your domain name into the box for 'Register A New Domain'.

If you've got a domain registered somewhere else, enter it into the box on the right -
the one that says 'I Currently Have A Domain Name.'

3.2: Get Signed Up
Fill out all the required information:

1. Your username
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2. Your security pin
3. Your billing information

Don't worry about the extras below the billing information field.
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3.3: Review And Click
Review your order and click the 'Create Account' button.

AFTER YOU CLICK THE BUTTON...

Hostgator will try to sell you something else - don't worry whatever they show you.
You don't need it.

After a few minutes, you'll get your USERNAME and PASSWORD for your web
hosting account through email.

Click the link provided in the email, enter your username and password, and you'll
see your CPanel Hosting page. That's where we're going to set up WordPress in the
next step.

4.0: CPanel
Now, you should be looking at something similar to what I've got below.
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It's called CPanel (or Control Panel) for Hostgator. It's where we do a number of
things related to your web server.

There are really only 2 times you'll ever be in here though. The first, to set up
WordPress initially. The second is to add a new domain (so you can host a second,
third or more sites...)
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4.1: (Optional) Add-on Domains
(I'm pointing this out because we're here...)

If you're planning on using this server for domains you've already purchased, scroll
down to the domains section and select 'Addon Domains.'
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4.2: (Optional) Add-on Domain Setup
All you have to do on this screen is fill out your domain info:

1. Fill in your domain name
2. Your Subdomain will auto-populate
3. Your Document Root will auto-populate
4. Fill in your password
5. Enter your password again
6. Hit 'Add Domain'

That's it! Of course, where ever you're domain is registered, you have to change the
nameservers to HostGator's NS1 and NS2 server...
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4.3: Setting Up Wordpress
Close to the bottom of your CPanel page, there is a button titled Fantastico.

Click it.
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4.4: Inside Fantastico
Now, click on WordPress on the left.

4.5: New Installation
Now, hit 'New Installation.'
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4.6: Site Settings
Enter the details of your WordPress installation:

1. Install on Domain - If you've only got one domain set up on this server, then you
don't have to choose anything. It's already picked. If you've got a few domains set
up, then, you'll have to select it from the dropdown list.
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2. Install in Directory - Leave this blank if you want WordPress to install on your home
page (recommended). If you want to install WordPress in a directory, like /blog/ then
enter 'blog' in this field (not recommended).

3. Enter your admin account username.
4. Enter your password.
5. Admin Nickname - Your first name or your pen-name
6. Admin E-mail - Your email address
7. Site Name - The name of your site (Your primary keyword phrase)
8. Description - A short description of your site, with your primary keyword phrase in it.
9. Click 'Install WordPress'

That's it! Now, the server will set up WordPress for you!
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4.7: Finish Installation
Click the finish installation button...
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4.8: You're LIVE!
Your site is live! Congratulations!!

On this page, there is some important info you might want to write down.

Your username, password, and WordPress Administration link being the 3 main
pieces.
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You'll also have an email with this information, but it's better to be safe than sorry.

After you write your info down, click the 'Back To WordPress Overview'.

You're officially done!!! No more working in CPanel unless you need to change
something!
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4.9: Check Out Your Site!
Now, go to a web browser and type in your domain name... The one we registered a
little bit ago.

It's LIVE! Check it out!

It's a little bare, but it's there :0)

We'll fix that in the next section.

(NOTE: It might take a few minutes while the Internet sorts itself out. Sometimes it'll
take a bit for the domain name and the web server to sync up!)
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5.0: Set Up WordPress
It's time to set up your site with some plugins, themes and content!

First things first - log in to the WordPress Admin Dashboard by going to
http://YourDomainNameHere.com/wp-login.php (fill in your domain name).

You should also have this in an email that was sent after you set up your site...
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Fill in your Username and Password. Then click 'Log in'
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5.1: Your Dashboard
Welcome! Here's your Admin Dashboard - the center of your universe (well, at least
for this site :0) )

In the remaining pages of this guide, you will be learning to do pretty much
everything in here that matters.

First things first... Your password was pretty ugly so let's get that changed.

5.2: Change Your Password
To change your password...
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Go to Users >> Your Profile.
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5.21: Password
Scroll to the bottom of the page and change your password.
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5.3: Install Plugins
Now, let's install some plugins. Here are the ones we usually install right off the bat.
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5.55: Add Plugin
Toward the top of the screen, click 'Add New' again.
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5.56: Search Plugins
Now, in that search field, we can search for plugins to add functionality to our site.
You can get by without any plugins at all, but what's the fun in that!

The first few that I set up are always:

• All In One SEO (it has impressive SEO functionality!)
• All In One Webmaster (for tying in lots of Webmaster type functionality, and making

installing Google Analytics easier!)
• Contact Form 7 (for your contact page...)
• Redirection (for cloaking and shortening affiliate links)

Search each one and install it...

Plus, add any other ones that look interesting to you as you're setting things up!

HTTP://CURATELY.ORG 28



6.0: Settings Configuration
Most of the settings for your plugins are going to be either in the extreme left hand
menu OR underneath the Settings tab.

It used to be pretty common to find everything under settings, but the bigger plugins
that have lots of functionality tend to add themselves right to your big, left hand
menu.
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6.3: Adding Google Analytics
Google Analytics can be a bit tricky to install, so I'm going to walk you through it
here...

Go to: http://www.google.com/analytics/

Hit the 'Sign Up' button on the right.
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6.31: Site Info
Fill our the information for your site.
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6.32: Accept TOS
Accept the Terms Of Service Agreement that pops up.
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6.33: Grab Your Code
Copy the UA code so you can use it in your site.
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6.34: Paste Code
Then, go to "Settings >> All In One Webmaster" in the sidebar.

Paste the code into the All In One Webmaster plugin beside 'Google Analytics', and
hit 'Update Options.'
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6.45: Permalink Settings
Google likes pretty links URL's... URL's without question marks and such in them.

You have to 'Update Permalinks' to make that happen.

Go to Settings >> Permalinks
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6.46: Update Permalinks
Change the radio box to 'Post Name' and then hit 'Save Changes'
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6.5: Discussion Settings
The one thing I usually change here... I check the box that says, "Automatically close
comments on articles older then 14 days."

Since these sites won't be logged in to often, we don't want comment spam showing
up.
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6.6: General Settings
The only thing you should have to change here is the site's tagline.

This tagline should has to have your primary keyword phrase in it!
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7.0: Appearance
Now, let's go to Appearance >> Themes to look at the theme options.

7.1: Themes
For themes, the skies the limit... Really.

You can use free themes, default themes, or premium themes (that you pay for.
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For sake of argument, let's set up one of the default themes first. We can always
change this out depending on your style and what you'd like to do with your
branding.

NOTE: I LOVE OptimizePress for pretty much any site. It's customizable. You can
build marketing pages pretty easily. It's just a great all around choice.
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8.0: Widgets
Next up, let's go to Widgets.

8.1: Widget Settings
Widgets are 100% Drag and Drop. If you want a new widget, pick it out of the box in
the middle of the page, and drab it into the sidebar you want it to appear in on the
right.

There are widgets that are automatically enabled in the theme that we're going to
remove. Simply click on the Widget and drag it OUT OF THE SIDEBAR column to
remove it..

Remove:

• The search widget
• The recent comments widget
• The meta widget
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Move:

• The archives widget to the bottom
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8.2: Widget Final
What's left is:

• Recent Posts
• Categories
• Archives

In that order :0)
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9.0: Pages
Now, we're going to work with the pages.

Click Pages >> All Pages.
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9.1: Delete the Sample Page
Go ahead and trash the 'Sample Page'
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9.2: New Page
Then, in the left sidebar, click new page.
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9.3: Add An About Page
Now, you should be looking at the 'Add New Page' screen.

1. Type 'About' for the title. We're going to set up a simple about page.
2. The content of the about page should cater to your site, and still manage to stuff

some keywords in it. You can see our example below. Basically, it only purpose is
the say, "This site is about awesome grades..." Write whatever you want here though.
It's no important for search rankigns, but you might get some visitors who read it.

3. Then, click the Publish button.
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9.4: Add A Contact Page
Next up, add a contact page.

On this page, we'll integrate our contact form from the plugin! Or, you can just post
your email address or phone number.
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10.0: Posts
Alright - now we have it. It's time to add your first post!

As a Curately member, you've already got all of the content you need at your
fingertips. We'll walk through some different ways to use Curately in a seperate
tutorial...

To start, let's go to: Posts >> All Posts.
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10.1: Delete Hello World Post
The first thing we need to do is delete the Hello World post that's added by default.

Hit 'Trash'.
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10.2: Add New Post (NSK Article)
Now, we're going to add our first post...
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10.3: Add Article
On this page, we're going to look at 6 different sections. This is the most important
part of this guide...

1. Article Title
2. Article Content
3. SEO Settings
4. Tags
5. Categories
6. Media (Images and such)
7. Publish..

Looking at the screen, you'll be working in a counter-clockwise motion. It's how I
add articles - that way I don't miss anything.
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10.4: Formatting
One very important part of this screen that we use all the time is the Formatting
Features. There are times when you have to bold and italicize keyword phrases, add
affiliate links and make subheadlines.

The following will walk you around the features:

1. Bold
2. Italicize
3. Add a link (lights up when you've selected text)
4. Reveal second menu (you have to hit this to reveal the Heading field, so you can make

subheadlines)
5. Format dropdown

In the next few screenshots, we'll be using these...
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10.5: Write Article
Now, it's time to write your first article!

10.6: Format Your Article
Now, we're going to format it. Mess around with some of the settings to change the
appearance... It's just like using Microsoft Word.

• Bold it
• Italicize it
• Link it to the home page

So, we're going to highlight it (as shown below) and then hit the B (for bold), the I (for
italicize) and the chain link (to create a link).
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When we hit the chain link to create a link, a second window appears. That's in the
next image.
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10.7: Create A Link
In this window, we're going to paste our link in the URL section, and then give it a
name in the Title section.

1. URL: This is wherever we want to link TO - meaning it can be another post on your
site, the home page, or an affiliate link.

2. Title: In the title section, type in the linking text you want to use... In the below
example, we've got 'Awesome Grades.'

3. Then, click the Add Link button.

10.14: Tags
The way I see Tags, it's another way of getting your keywords on the page and a less
concrete way of classifying your content (less concrete than categories, at least!).
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So, what I do is simply copy the Keywords from the All In One SEO Pack settings
over to the Tags section on the right...

Then, hit 'Add'
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10.15: Categories
Alright, our SEO info is set. Our Tags are set. Now, let's set up the category.

For every article, I create a category that matches the general idea of the post...

In this example, it's Awesome Grades. For you, it might be "News and Events" or
"Training" or some other category in your writing...
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10.16: Check The New Category
Below, is what you're going to see after hitting 'Add New Category'.

Just make sure it's checked.
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10.17: Add Media
No post is complete without an image... Plus, images are a great opportunity for
engaging and capturing interest.

So, click the 'Add Media' button and a new window is going to pop up.
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10.18: Select Image File
Now, it's time to select an image file from your computer.

Hit the 'Select Files' button in the center of the screen.
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10.19: Browse For Image
Now, browse your computer for your image and click 'Choose'.
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10.20: Image Added!
Now, your image uploads to your computer! Congrats!

We've got a few more settings before we can put it in your post though...
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10.21: Image Optimization
There are 7 settings things you need to watch on this screen:

1. Image Title: Use your primary keyword here
2. Caption: Use your primary keyword here
3. Alt Text: Use your primary keyword here
4. Alignment: Right (preferable)
5. Link To: Media File (it creates another page for Google to index)
6. Size: Something between 180 pixels and 300 pixels wide is preferable (the first

number is how wide the image is...)
7. Then, hit 'Insert'

After you hit insert, it'll put it in your post!
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10.22: Image Placed
Boom! Your image is in your post!

HTTP://CURATELY.ORG 66



10.23: Publish!
Now, all that's left is to publish your article!

So hit 'Publish' or 'Update' - whichever one is there...
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10.24: View Post
Let's check your work!!

Hit the 'View Post' button...
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10.25: WOW!
Check it out! There's your post, viewable to the world!

Pretty soon, you'll be crushing the search engines with it...
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10.26: Add The Rest!
Now, go back and add some more articles!

11.0 Promote Your Site
Now that you've successfully built your website and added your first article, it's
important to keep writing...

Keep up your posting frequency and continue building your audience. We've got
some future training that'll help get traffic, build and email list, and ultimately get you
paid through product sales and ad networks!

And, if you're not a member of Curately yet - join here!
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